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Proclamation 8012 of May 3, 2006

National Day of Prayer, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Throughout our Nation’s history, our citizens have prayed and come
together before God to offer Him gratitude, reflect on His will, seek His
aid, and respond to His grace. On this National Day of Prayer, we
thank God for His many blessings and His care of our country.

God has greatly blessed the American people, and in 1789, George
Washington proclaimed: ‘‘It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge
the Providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for
His benefits, and to humbly implore His protection and favor.’’ Ameri-
cans remain a prayerful and thankful people. We pray for the safety
of our troops as they carry out dangerous missions with courage and
compassion, and we remember the strength and sacrifice of their fami-
lies. We pray for the good people of the Gulf Coast region as they work
to rebuild their communities after the devastating hurricanes of 2005,
and we thank God for the volunteers who have opened their hearts to
help their neighbors in a time of need. We pray for the protection of
innocent lives and for the expansion of peace and liberty throughout
the world.

Through prayer, our faith is strengthened, our hearts are humbled, and
our lives are transformed. May our Nation always have the humility to
trust in the goodness of God’s plans.

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as amended, has called on our
Nation to reaffirm the role of prayer in our culture and to respect the
freedom of religion by recognizing each year a ‘‘National Day of Pray-
er.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as a National Day
of Prayer. I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each accord-
ing to his or her own faith, for the freedoms and blessings we have re-
ceived and for God’s continued guidance and protection. I urge all
Americans to join in observing this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8013 of May 4, 2006

Mother’s Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On Mother’s Day, we honor our mothers and pay tribute to their de-
voted work and selfless gift of love.
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America’s mothers are women of determination and vision. They serve
as caregivers and guides, helping to build the foundation for our chil-
dren’s success and nurturing them as they grow and explore the great
promise of our Nation. Through their mothers’ examples, children
come to understand the virtue of kindness, the blessing of compassion,
and the importance of principle. A mother’s support encourages chil-
dren to make right choices, set high goals, and become good citizens.
A mother’s love inspires children to achieve their full potential and
strengthens the character of our country. The commitment and love of
mothers reflect the best of America.

On this special day, we remember the many mothers whose sons and
daughters serve in harm’s way. The determination and courage of these
women demonstrate the spirit of our Nation, and America will always
be grateful for their unfailing devotion. We also recognize the dedica-
tion of the many mothers who serve in America’s Armed Forces. These
brave women protect the safety and security of our Nation and help
ensure a peaceful future for our children.

To honor mothers, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May
8, 1914, as amended (38 Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday
in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and has requested the President
to call for its appropriate observance. May God bless all mothers across
our country on this special day, and throughout the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 14, 2006, as Mother’s Day.
I encourage all Americans to show their gratitude and love to mothers
for making a difference in the lives of their children and communities.
I call upon citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8014 of May 11, 2006

Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, our Nation’s dedicated law enforcement officers put them-
selves at risk to keep their fellow Americans safe. As we observe Peace
Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, we pay tribute to the coura-
geous men and women who have lost their lives protecting us, and we
honor all those who wear the badge and keep the peace.

The law enforcement officers of today carry on the long and proud tra-
dition of service built by their predecessors. With valor and distinc-
tion, these citizens stand watch over us all and work hard to fight
crime, violence, and terrorism in communities across America. We are
a country built on the rule of law, and our Nation is grateful to the
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